Louisiana Women’s Policy & Research Commission

Monday, June 17, 2013

1:00pm – 3:00pm

Meeting location: Iberville Building, Room 1-129, Baton Rouge, LA

I. 
Meeting Called To Order 
Chair Laura Badeaux called the meeting to order at 1:10 pm
II. Roll Call & Introductions
Members Present


Laura M. Badeaux, Chair

Nancy Beben
Martha Bryant

Elizabeth Ratcliff Dent

Alexis Ducorbier

Pamela Egan

Cordelia Heaney, Secretary
Melissa Horton
Conshonda M. Houston-Dotie

Stephanie LeGrange

Michelle A. Massé 

Claudeidra Minor, Parliamentarian
Tiffany Simpson

Rep. Patricia Haynes Smith

Rep. Karen Gaudet St. Germain

Lauren Wingo

Members Absent

Rep. Regina Ashford Barrow

Anne T. Causey

Rep. Simone B. Champagne

Kathleen Mix

Introduction of Commission members were made. 

III. 
Approval of the Minutes
A quorum was established. Minutes from the May 13, 2013 Commission meeting were voted on and approved.
IV.
New Business
1.   Electing a new Commission Vice Chair

· Nominations from the floor: Cordelia Heaney Nominated Martha Bryant for the position; the nomination was seconded and the vote in favor was unanimous. There were no abstentions.
2. The 2013 Commission Report to the Governor 

Four key potential subject areas for the Commission’s 2013 Report to the Governor were discussed. Each topic was facilitated by a different commission member, based on recent conference call discussions and initial literature reviews.
· Education: Nancy Beben led a discussion on key issues discussed in the women & education call.
· STEM Issues:
· Gender disparity is isolated to the US; as compared to other countries girls do as well or better in STEM
· US girls take fewer STEM AP tests than boys

· Education touches on a lot of women’s issues

· Bullying affects education attainment

· Training for teachers- LASIP and Federal math and science partnership

· Attitude: looking at how to encourage more girls to pursue STEM fields

· Look at organizations like the Society for Women Engineers (SWE)

· Job trends; getting women to pursue careers with higher predicted job growth

· Title IX- sports for boys and girls- are their equal opportunities/resources?

· We will wait until summer retests are completed to attain the most accurate figures on how female and male students fared on testing for the year

· We need a list of resources currently available for children to learn more about math and science

· Laura Badeaux mentioned that regional women’s commissions can help share information about available resources and have funding to do so, and that it would help to have women leaders promote programs

· PSAs with feminine women technology leaders featured would help glamorize the field to girls. Liz Dent offered to help work on this. She also suggested holding events at the old State Capital and Archives.
· Mentoring projects for girls are needed

· Technology classes need to be more general, need to have more female teachers

· Rep. St. Germain suggested a women & STEM sub-committee

· Ms. Heaney recommended considering recommendations to provide more students in LA with access to science labs, and more time spent on science in classrooms

· Using social media to reach young women

· Nancy will contact Jean May-Brett for DOE STEM information

· Martha Bryant discussed the value of the LASIP program, and the need to engage children at a very young age, even before 4th grade, in STEM

· Rep. Smith shared that the CORE standards will help students with science, especially middle and high school students. She would like to chair the education committee.

· Gender-Based Violence: Alexis Ducorbier led a discussion on key issues discussed in the gender-based violence call.

· Domestic violence can lead to increases in sexual assaults
· Girl-against-girl fighting

· education and economic effects

· Bullying: internet, at school

· How do we draw the line between kids being kids and bullying?

· Educating children early on emotional intelligence, how to appropriately resolve conflicts

· Michelle Massé asked how do we NOT make violence normative; how do we avoid suicides caused by bullying?

· Shonda Houston-Dotie brought up the need to teach students about the definitions of bullying, given the zero tolerance laws

· Community member Tonya Bolden-Ball brought up the issue of how do we educate parents so they can educate their children around bullying?

· Ms. Ducorbier suggested that perhaps Head Start programs could be asked to do trainings on bullying, but Rep. Smith said they may not be able to since they are federally funded.

· Sexual assault in the military and in college: the generally accepted statistic is that 1 in 4 college women will experience attempted or completed sexual assault

· Ms. Heaney will do research on this subject

· Stalking

· Human Trafficking

· One common information source on this topic would be helpful

· Women’s Health: Lauren Wingo led a discussion on key issues discussed in the 2 women’s health-related calls.

· Adding more information on diabetes and obesity to this year’s report

· How to highlight the new free services women with insurance will receive when the Affordable Health Care Act goes into affect?

· What types of cancer to include? Just breast, or also cervical, other?
· Ms. Heaney mentioned that Louisiana has a relatively low rate of breast cancer diagnoses but a high rate of deaths, because people are not getting diagnosed early enough/utilizing preventative medicine options

· Pam Egan mentioned that the rate of breast cancer occurrence is higher for women who take oral contraceptives. She sent additional cancer information to the commission members.

· The commission would like to have a policy recommendation in the report that addresses cancer

· How do we educate women about the public-private partnerships hospitals have now and that preventative services ARE out there
· Emphasizing prevention would help with a lot of health indicators Louisiana performs low on

· Ms. Egan stated that Louisiana doesn’t have enough primary care physicians and giving nurse practitioners more freedom would be good.

· Resources for teen moms: Lafayette is developing an in-school program, Ms. Houston-Dotie will get more information for the commission on this

· Family Childhood Development Center

· Mental health issues

· Employment & Economic Stability: Claudeidra Minor led a discussion on key issues discussed in the women’s employment call.

· Incarceration of women
· The racial demographics of incarcerated women are evenly distributes in Louisiana; women are more likely to be in prison for drug or poverty-related crimes

· Recommendations: training programs need to align with high demand jobs

· Encouraging women to pursue high-demand craft jobs

· The Workforce Investment Council has established a Crafts Task Force because there is a  shortage of people who can fill the demand for these types of workers in Louisiana

· Single Parents

· Child care concerns- do child care programs keep single parents in mind?

· Rep. Smith stated that new laws will change childcare licensing practices

· Tiffany Smith discussed the different tax incentives

· Economic security concerns for Louisiana women

· How do we help with this – encourage more women to pursue high demand STEM & craft jobs
· Equal Pay

· How to help men think this is their issue? How to educate legislators?
· Other items discussed:

· Commission members voiced interests in establishing a distinct web site for the La. Women’s Policy & Research Commission

· Ms. Dent would like name plates at the next meeting

· A Women & STEM sub-committee meeting will be held on July 2, 1-2:30 in the Iberville Building. 

V. Announcements
· Updates on new commission members – there are still 5 openings on the commission.

· Girl Scouts of Louisiana are holding a Girls in STEM event at the University of New Orleans on September 21 and need presenters

· Update on Nicholls’ Natl. Women’s Leadership Summit on Small Business Entrepreneurship – the event will be held June 28 & 29 in New Orleans

Meeting adjourned at 3:10 pm
